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PAGE 01 PANAMA 021 14 111720Z 

71 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-11 FMC-04 CG-00 COA-02 

DLOS-06 SWF-02 TRSE-00 OMB-01 SAB-01 IO-14 INT-08 

STR-08 CIEP-02 DRC-01 /155 W 

046970 

R 111620Z APR 74 
FM AMEMASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 365 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 2114 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUB J : VIEWS AND DATA ON PROPOSED PANAMA CANAL TOLL INCREASE 
REF: PANAMA 1862 

RE PARA 3 OF EMBTEL 1862, EMBASSY WISHES TO CLARIFY REFERENCE 
TO "PANAMANIAN TOLL PAYMENTS.” TOLLS ARE NOT RPT NOT PAID BY 
PANAMA BUT BY VESSEL TRANSITING PANAMA CANAL. 

A 20 PERCENT INCREASE IN TOLLS WOULD HAVERESULTED IN A MAXIMUM 
FY 1973 INCREASE OF ABOUT $450,000 FOR PANAMANIAN TRADE OVER THE 
ESTIMATED $2.2 MILLION IN TOLLS ATTRIBUTED TO CARGO ORIG- 
INATING OR DESTINED TO PANAMA THAT WERE PAID BY SHIPS TRANSIT- 
ING THE CANAL IN FY 1973. THE ACTUAL IMPACT ON THE PANAMANIAN 
ECONOMY MIGHT BE SOMEWHAT LESS, DEPENDING ON THE DEGREE 
OF ABSORPTION OF INCREASED TOLL COST BY THE BUYER AND/OR SELLER 
AND THE POSSIBLE DIVERSION OF PRODUCTS TO OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
MARKETS WHICH WOULD NOT REQUIRE USE OF THE CANAL. 
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Executive Order: N/A 
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